Caring presence: providing a safe space for patients.
Previously explored as separate phenomena, this phenomenological-hermeneutic study integrated caring and presence with the experience of caring presence described within the context of a shared nurse practitioner-patient relationship. The results suggest that caring presence is (1) mutual trust and sharing; (2) transcending connectedness; and (3) experience. Research related to caring presence within the nurse practitioner-patient relationship in the context of a managed care outpatient system provides another basis from which to develop nursing knowledge that guides practice within the boundaries of and barriers to care in the technologic world of healthcare.